The Auger observatory will use two sets of detectors to find these cosmic rays. At each site, 1,600 surface detectors -large aboveground water tanks equipped with photomultipliers -will identify secondary cosmic -ray showers produced in the atmosphere by incoming rays. Additionally, 24 special telescopes will detect fluorescence produced by the particles as they pass through the atmosphere.
A prototype array of 30 detectors and two telescopes was completed last year in Argentina and has already produced useful data, says James Cronin of the University of Chicago, a joint leader of the Auger project.
Alberto Etchegoyen, an official at Argentina's atomic-energy commission and the project's southern spokesman, says that the transitional Argentinian government has no clear long-term plans for science or technology, and admits that the project may have to find some of the promised funding from other sources. Project supporters in Argentina and Brazil, for example, are jointly seeking a $3-million grant from an international development bank fund for Brazil to enable them to participate.
Optimists also point out that the devaluation of the peso will make the dollars and euros of the project's other contributing nations go further in Argentina. Paul 
Rex Dalton, Tucson
The lock on a 2,000-year-old mummy's scientific secrets has been opened by a South African archaeologist -after a three-year wrangle with local tribes and landowners over its custody.
Johan Binneman, archaeology curator at the Albany Museum in Grahamstown, found the mummy in 1999, during an approved expedition at a hunter-gatherer shelter site in the Kouga Mountains in South Africa's Eastern Cape province.
But government officials refused to let Binneman, whose work was publicly funded, present scientific data on the Kouga mummy until last month, when he attended the biennial conference of the Society of Africanist Archaeologists at Tucson, Arizona.
Last September, Maryna Steyn, a physical anthropologist at the University of Pretoria who worked with Binneman, was unable to present a manuscript on the specimen at the fourth World Congress on Mummy Studies in Greenland, pending approval by South African government officials.
The mummy is 145 cm tall and is thought to be a male of 50-55 years of age, possibly a shaman or a tribal chief. It was found in a near-fetal position -with its feet boundand wrapped in leaves of a poisonous plant (Boophane disticha), a well-known coagulant.
Researchers say that this discovery is the first of its age in southern Africa.
As well as problems with landowners, the find set off a tussle between local tribes. Two, the Inqua and the Gonaqua, laid claim to the mummy as a former leader. But provincial government officials -many of them from a third tribe, the Nguni -would not accept their claims.
"The mummy symbolizes our culture for centuries," says Jean Burgess, chief of the Gonaqua, claiming that provincial officials had dragged their feet in allowing its full examination. The officials could not be reached for comment.
Binneman says the disputes are deterring archaeologists from exploring the Kouga Mountains site further. 
